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MORE ON "IHE .CR. Q .QKEDE S I R AILROAD IN IBE WORLD " 

The following rare and personal information was contributed by Bert and Gene Stocking, MTHP 

Excerpt* hrom letter* written in 1896 by John Bart to hi* future, bride., Cora Gardner. 
John Bart wa* with a *urve.y party that ran a preliminary line, to make. *are. it wa* fiea*ible. 
to ran a railroad to the. top oh Mt. Tamalpai*. He. later became *upe.rinte.nde.nt oh the. North 
Coa*t Water Company and eventually the. hir*t general manager oh the. Marin Municipal Water 
District, *e.rving hrom November 1 , 1916 until hi* retirement, December 31 , 1934 . 

March 25, 1_896_: We. are. having a great time in Mill Valley right now. Yesterday ahte.rnoon 
at hoar o’clock the Railroad Ca*e wa* *e.ttle.d in \ favour oh the Railroad Company. When they 
knew it, 150 men were brought down to thi* end oh the line, and immediately *tarte.d to grade, 
and lay rail. About 10:30 P.M. they ran the. h^-ut car over the line, up beyond the. Wind- 
miller’* hou*e* * o that no more, injunction* could be. *e.rve.d on them to delay the work. Six 
large, camphire* gave light to the workmen and altogether it wa* a pretty *ight. The. people, 
were e.nthu*ia*tic and did all they could to help along the. work. You *e.e, there, are. only 
three or hour men in the. valley who are. again*t the. railroad and they are trying to retard 
it* prog-re**. There i* another *uit which come* up on Monday in San Rahael. The railroad 
*upe.rinte.nde.nt *ay* that I will have to go and te*tihy u* to the correctne.** oh *ome. mea- 
*urement*. lh they pay all my expen* e* I am willing. What have I been thinking oh talking 
*o much railroad a* ih that inte.re.*te.d you. 

October 72, 1896_: T have, been up on the mountain all day and am not a bit *orry that I am 
hini*he.d up there, a* it ha* been very warm. They could not accommodate, the people that 
came over ye*terday to go up the mountain. Their new engine will be. here, tomorrow or 
Wednesday, then they will be. able, to take all that come*. The. electric light* ju*t went 
out. A belt mu*t have broken in San Rahael or *ome. othe.r thing happened. They don't *ee.m 
to be. coming back. 7 will have, to *top writing a* 7 have, had to get a lamp. 


